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by a cross swell from the opposite direction of
the seas still running, which rendered our situa-
tion dangerous in the extreme.    Having no cen-
tral staysails, the square course was loosed to
steady the vessel and hold her under steerage-
way, but as the land could not be far ofij how-
ever doubtful the fact of its having been seen at
sunset, it would have been the height of rash-
ness still to stand on for it in such a night; yet
this was the measure insisted on by the Reis,
whose terror of keeping the sea was beyond all
description.    Besides the ultimate and alarming
evil which this threatened, it involved the more
immediate one of laying the ship so completely
in the hollow of the beaming swell, that we
should be in momentary danger of foundering.
The deeply laden state of this low vessel was
such as to deprive her of all buoyancy; she
floated, it is true, but like a dead log upon the
water, never rising to the waves with the spring-
ing lightness which characterises the difference
of motion between a large and a small ship, and
contributes so essentially to the safety of the
latter, but lying buried in the trough of the sea,
while the water made a complete breach over
her, and threatened to sink us by the  mere
weight of it upon the deck.
The alarm and confusion of the crew cannot
be pictured: while one cried, " Luff, luff to the